
Independence National Historical Park Glazing Projects 
 

Independence National Historical Park (INHP) is a 55-acre park located in downtown 
Philadelphia that is managed by the National Park Service (NPS). Because it is home to 
Independence Hall and the Liberty Bell it is also a very popular tourist destination that 
typically attracts 3 to 5 million visitors a year. 

Since 2021 Birds Safe Philly (BSP) has been working with INHP to monitor five of the park’s 
modern buildings for bird collisions during periods of spring and fall migration. The 
buildings monitored include the Liberty Bell Pavilion, President’s House, Café, 
Independence Visitors Center, and National Constitution Center. From 2021 to 2025, 29 
BSP volunteers documented 801 collisions involving 60 species at these buildings 
demonstrating that the buildings were experiencing collisions on a regular basis. 

In response to the monitoring data gathered by BSP and guidance BSP provided about how 
collisions could be prevented, INHP and the NPS created a plan to begin retrofitting the 
park’s collision prone buildings with materials that will help prevent collisions from 
occurring. The first two buildings to be addressed included the Liberty Bell Pavilion and the 
First Bank of the United States building which the park also manages. In March of 2026 all 
of the Pavilion’s windows (9000 square feet of glass) were retrofitted with a product called 
Bird Divert which uses signals in the ultraviolet spectrum to help birds avoid flying into 
windows. This product was chosen because of its ability to reduce the number of collisions 
at the Pavilion while preserving maximum visibility through the building’s windows for its 
human visitors. And a new addition that was added to the First Bank of the United States 
building was constructed using glass printed with rows of black dots which are most often 
used to prevent birds from attempting to fly through glass that appears transparent. 

BSP applauds INHP and the NPS for initiating this work, which will not only reduce the 
number of birds colliding with park buildings, especially during the spring and fall when 
over 120 different species of birds have been documented using the park as a stopover 
location during their migrations, but also allow millions of park visitors, especially the large 
number expected to visit the park in 2026 for the United States’ 250th birthday, to learn 
about bird collisions and how they can be prevented. INHP and the NPS have made this 
information available through a QR code that park visitors can access at the Liberty Bell 
Pavilion and through a project description that can be found on the park’s website. And the 
manufacturer of BirdDivert has also posted information about this project here. 

 

https://www.nps.gov/articles/000/liberty-bell-center-glazing-project.htm
https://featherfriendly.com/pages/liberty-bell-project

